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stand in the storeroom; but if there is easy access
from outside, personal property is stored in the
women's rooms and jewels are buried under the
floor.
A second door in the kitchen leads into the
courtyard, which is the centre of every house that
is not a mud hut The yard may be very small or
it may be spacious. It is of great importance as
being the only place where purdanasheen women
can get a breath of fresh air.
At the end of the courtyard is a hall, which
serves as a living room during the day and a
sleeping chamber for the men at night The front
door is in the south wall of this hall. Visitors and
friends of the same caste are allowed to enter, but
all others are rigidly excluded. If the master of
the house has occasion to receive a visit on business
from a man of lower caste and not a pariah, he
interviews him in the pial or raised verandah
outside the front door. If the man is a pariah, he
stands in the street at a fixed distance, which he
may on no account pass, and the owner of the
house carries on the conversation in shouts, or by
means of one of his own servants as a messenger,
No outcaste is permitted to build a house of
this description that requires beams. If he dared